ABOUT OUR TMT PRACTICE

organisations like WIPO (Geneva), ICC (Paris) and ICDR
(New York).

The Technology, Media and Telecommunications
(‘TMT’) practice is a multi-disciplinary group of
lawyers covering all aspects of the TMT sector,
including
commercial/transactional,
regulatory,
corporate/M&A,
competition,
outsourcing,
employment, intellectual property and dispute
resolution. The projects and activities we are
involved in cover all three sub-sectors of TMT, and are
often high stakes matters and include transactional,
regulatory and litigation, both for start-up companies
and some of the sectors largest firms.

Our TMT lawyers are regular contributors to
handbooks, legal journals and blogs, and they publish
the journal "European TMT & Privacy Bulletin,"
available on www.crowell.com.
Some of our
lawyers are lecturers and regularly speak at
conferences and seminars throughout Europe. They
are acknowledged for their expertise in TMT by Legal
500 EMEA, Chambers Europe and other leading legal
guides.

Our
lawyers
represent
telecommunications
companies in complex regulatory and transactional
matters and where necessary in court and before
regulatory bodies. We are frequently involved in
headline-making cases, such as the regulatory process
leading to the Belgian regulators’ decision to mandate
access to the cable operators’ networks.

The Brussels TMT practice is one of the largest and
strongest in Belgium. We have facts, statistics and
accolades to prove it. But there is more to our
strength than pie charts, percentages and pats on the
back. Our success is the result of a close working
relationship with our clients to find creative and
innovative solutions to their business needs and
issues. When we say we are ’Strong Beyond
Measure’, it is not merely an advertising slogan. It is
the reason our clients keep coming back to us.

On the media side of our practice, Belgium’s main
cable operator, which is a service provider for
quadruple play (fixed and mobile telephone, internet
and television services), remains a constant source of
specialized work. Years of experience have given our
lawyers a unique knowledge of the legal aspects of
offline and online betting and gaming, both on a
Member State and European level. Our team advises
the industry’s leading names on all regulatory matters
and assists them in combating anti-competitive
behavior by monopoly holders or dominant market
participants.
We regularly advise technology clients on IT
contracting, e-commerce, privacy, and Internetrelated issues. We have litigated landmark cases in
the field of Internet Service Provider liability, both
before the Belgian courts and before the Court of
Justice of the European Union. We are recognized as
global leaders in the field of Top Level Domains, and
have vast experience of advising multinationals in
their Top Level Domain applications and in defending
their applications in court and in ADR before

“‘One of the best’ in the market, Crowell & Moring
provides ‘considered’, ‘measured’ advice. The firm has
broad expertise and regularly advises clients such as
Telenet, Tecteo, Brutélé and Facebook on e-commerce
and internet-related issues including ISP liability,
online services, distance selling, and e-advertisement.”
Legal 500 EMEA, 2014
“The team is known for excellent capability for TMT
matters, and notably acts for cable broadband
provider Telenet on a broad range of industry issues.
Handles transactions, competition, regulatory law and
litigation. Expertise extends to cloud computing,
online liability, copyright infringements and
communication agreements, alongside top-level
domain names. Assists several high-profile clients with
applications for top-level domain names with ICANN.
Represented Telenet in a case against the Belgian
Anti-Piracy Foundation (BAF) regarding the latter's
request that the client prevent its customers from
accessing Pirate Bay.” Chambers Europe, 2014

“This international firm has a leading TMT practice
singled out for its strength in media and telecoms,
with clients noting the lawyers' flexibility and quick
reaction times.” Chambers Europe, 2013

“Strong Beyond Measure”

of the Court of Appeal of Brussels. Our firm has been
involved in a number of headline cases in electronic
communications over the past few years and is
recognized as one of the leading electronic
communications law firms in Belgium.

OUR SERVICES / AREAS OF EXPERTISE

“Co-head of department Thomas De Meese enjoys an
excellent reputation for telecoms work. He works
closely with Telenet on several significant matters,
including the opening up of the Belgian cable network
to competition.” Chambers Europe, 2014

Telecoms

Technology

Our team represents a wide variety of national and
multinational clients in the telecommunications
industry. Our experience covers all types of networks
and platforms: fixed, mobile, satellite, cable,
television, and the Internet.
We negotiate and draft complex agreements such as
MVNO agreements, interconnection agreements,
international roaming agreements, and site sharing
agreements, and we represent clients in significant
outsourcing and subcontracting projects in the
industry.
Our services also include counseling clients on
regulatory requirements applicable to their activities
in Belgium and throughout the rest of Europe, such as
licensing requirements, access to and the use of
numbering capacity, lawful intercept obligations, data
protection and retention requirements, contractual
obligations and information requirements towards
end-users, and value added services.
We are also known for our expertise in competition
law, which is an indispensable asset for our clients in
the telecommunications sector. We represent our
clients in merger control proceedings, advise them on
all relevant provisions from the European Framework
Directive and assess significant market power
obligations imposed by national regulatory
authorities. In addition, we offer related training,
online and face-to-face, specifically tailored for
individual companies or associations.
We regularly represent our clients before all
competent courts and regulatory bodies, such as the
sector regulator BIPT/IBPT and specialized chambers

We believe a multi-disciplinary approach is required
to meet the specialist needs of technology
companies. As a result, our TMT team comprises
lawyers with a full range of specialties and skills. This
enables us to quickly grasp the technical issues that
drive our clients’ business.
Our experience includes cloud computing, apps,
mobile devices, VOIP, cookie technology, social
networking, and 4G technology.
The TLD practice is a great example of the ability of
our lawyers to deal with complex technology issues
and related legal challenges. Our experience in the
Internet extension’s industry has lead us advising
major registry operators, active all over the globe,
from the USA to Australia.

Internet and E-Commerce
Our team has developed a particular expertise in the
field of e-commerce and Internet-related issues. We
provide our clients with day-to-day counseling on all
issues relating to their online presence and services,
such as information obligations, e-advertising, econtracting, online terms of use and of course,
distance selling. Our services also include assisting
our clients in proceedings against their competitors
before the civil courts and in their interaction with
regulatory bodies, such as the SPF Economy, the
Belgian Institute for Postal Services and
Telecommunications and the Ethical Committee for
Telecommunications.
In addition, we are well respected for our experience
in Internet service provider liability, and regularly

represent telecommunication and social network
companies invoking the mere conduit and/or hosting
exemptions under the e-commerce legislation. We
have been involved in several landmark cases,
including a referral before the CJEU in respect to P2P
filtering obligations imposed on ISPs.

Top-Level Domains (TLDs) and Domain
Names
Crowell & Moring has a well-known and experienced
Top-Level Domain and Domain Name practice. We
dealt with the very first initiated disputes related to
Top-Level Domains and have handled hundreds of
domain name cases ever since.
Our team has vast experience in cybersquatting cases
before US and EU courts, and before alternative
dispute resolution (ADR) bodies including WIPO, NAF,
CAC and CEPANI.
Our lawyers also assist in developing both offensive
and defensive strategies towards ICANN’s new gTLD
Program, and in providing regulatory and contractual
advice to both established and new players in
Internet-related industries.
We have successfully defended applications for new
Top Level Domains before ADR bodies WIPO, ICC and
ICDR.
“Well-reputed co-head Flip Petillion maintains a
strong IP practice with niche expertise in top-level
domains. He also assists clients with copyright
infringement litigation.” Chambers Europe, 2014

Intellectual property
Crowell & Moring provides a full array of international
intellectual property (‘IP’) legal services to assist
companies in obtaining, managing, and enforcing IP
rights in virtually every technological and commercial
field.
Our Brussels-based IP lawyers offer a combination of
skill and experience across the full range of IP
disciplines
including
patents,
supplementary
protection certificates, trademarks, designs, domain
names and domains, trade secrets and copyrights.

The IP lawyers have been involved in TMT-matters
covering a range of technologies, which includes
direct cable injection, speech technology, databases,
mobile internet, 4G technology, etc.

Media
Our team provides the full range of legal services
essential to the success of companies in the media
and entertainment sector, irrespective of their size or
geographical range. We represent cable operators,
gaming and betting companies, sports and media
celebrities, television production companies, record
labels, singer-songwriters, printed media companies,
book publishers, advertising companies, fashion and
other designers.
The fact that we are involved in so many different
legal issues for so many different clients provides us
with complete and constantly updated industry
knowledge, helping us to provide “swift, clear and nononsense solutions” (according to Legal 500 EMEA,
2012).
“Thomas De Meese and Flip Petillion co-head the
practice at Crowell & Moring, which has ‘amazing’
knowledge in the sector. Counsel Jan-Diederik
Lindemans is ‘hardworking’, ‘intelligent and likeable’.
Fellow counsel Christian Dekoninck succesfully
represented the popular magazine Humo and
journalist Jan Antonissen in litigation against
politician Pol Van Den Driessche.” Legal 500 EMEA,
2014
“Crowell & Moring’s comprehensive practice is ‘very
fast and always reliable’. Its clients includes cable
operator Telenet, which the firm has advised on
various matters, most recently on distribution
agreements with several broadcasters. Flip Petillion is
highly regarded and Thomas de Meese is
recommended for his ‘extensive knowledge’. Counsel
Jan-Diederik Lindemans is ‘an expert in entertainment
and IP law’.” Legal 500 EMEA, 2013

Privacy
Our data protection and privacy lawyers advise
national and international clients on a wide range of
privacy related issues that arise in their daily
operations, such as questions on the international

transfer of certain data, the possibility to access and
use certain employee data, and data retention.
We also have extensive experience in performing and
coordinating global or EU wide privacy audits and
compliance projects, helping clients better
understand their data processing, map the location
and flows of their data and identify potential threats
and compliance issues.
We implement tailor-made privacy programs, which
may include the drafting of privacy policies and
procedures, standard contractual terms, notices, data
transfer agreements and advice on security measures
to be taken. Where necessary, we assist clients with
notifications to the various Data Protection
Authorities in Europe.
An important part of our practice consists of advising
clients on Internet and e-mail monitoring, the use of
cameras (in or outside the workplace) as well as on
the use of social media at the work place. We advise
European telecommunications companies and ISP’s
on their privacy and data protection obligations,
including under the EU Data Retention Directive.
We also train key staff on applicable law and on the
rules and procedures that apply to the client’s
operations.

Gambling
The betting and gambling department of Crowell &
Moring has longstanding experience in the industry.
Our team advises on regulatory compliance and
market entry strategies, licensing requirements and
tendering procedures. We combine these services
with expert advice on general commercial issues, such
as consumer protection, advertising, privacy,
portrayal rights and/or the use of trademarks.
On behalf of our clients, we regularly litigate before
the constitutional, administrative, criminal, civil and
commercial courts in matters related to both online
and offline gambling and betting. Our services also
include challenging the validity of legal restrictions on
non-domestic service providers, and we assist clients
in combating anti-competitive behavior by monopoly
holders or dominant market participants.

Our team also frequently assists clients from outside
the gambling and betting sector when organizing
promotional contests and campaigns in order to
ensure compliance with the legal framework on
gambling and betting.
“Highly respected practitioner Thomas De Meese has
built a name for himself in telecoms, working closely
with Telenet, and has additional expertise in media
and technology. He handles gaming-related mandates
as
well, advising
Unibet
on competition
matters concerning online gambling.” Chambers
Europe, 2013

OUR INDUSTRY AND SECTOR
SPECIALTIES
Crowell & Moring's technology, media and
telecommunications practice represents clients
operating at the convergence of law, technology, and
business.
We represent many of the world’s leading
telecommunications businesses such as network
operators and service providers, broadcasters,
operators of broadband cable/telephony, internet
and digital television operators, social network
operators, computer hardware and software
manufacturers, on-line retailers, gambling software
vendors and online and land-based bookmakers.
We also represent clients in advertising, media, online
games, entertainment, film and television producers
and distributors, advertising agencies, sports and
media celebrities, record labels, singer-songwriters,
printed media companies, book publishers, fashion
and other designers.
“‘Outstanding’ firm Crowell & Moring’s robust IT
department is best known for contentious matters. It
recently represented Telenet during the regulatory
process regarding the Belgian regulators’ intention to
mandate open access to Belgium’s cable networks.
Thomas De Meese has ‘a hands-on, no-nonsense
approach’ and ‘a drive for excellence’, and the
‘knowledgeable and experienced’ Flip Petillion is also
recommended.” Legal 500 EMEA, 2013

“I really appreciate that the team is flexible and
reactive – we always get replies within an hour."
Chambers Europe, 2013

ABOUT OUR FIRM
Crowell & Moring LLP is an international law firm with
approximately 500 lawyers representing clients in
litigation
and
arbitration,
regulatory,
and

transactional matters. The firm is internationally
recognized for its representation of Fortune 500
companies in high-stakes litigation, as well as its
ongoing commitment to pro bono service and
diversity. The firm has offices in Washington, D.C.,
New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Orange County,
Anchorage, London, and Brussels, and associated
offices in Cairo and Riyadh.
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