ABOUT OUR EUROPEAN
COMPETITION PRACTICE

successfully achieving clearances following second phase

The European Competition team is a multi-national group

referrals to and from the European Commission.

of

lawyers

covering

the

full

reviews at
substantial
panel

of

European

competition law matters, including mergers, (damages)
litigation, IP/antitrust, cartel and abuse of dominance
investigations,

counseling,

and

sector

inquiries.

In

addition, the team advises in the national competition
laws of Germany, the United Kingdom and Belgium.
With the backing of more than 30 Competition lawyers in
our

US

offices,

our

both

Competition

practice

is

truly

and

EU

and

complex

national levels,
commitments

negotiating

and

managing

Key cases include:

the creation of a leading life science company,
including two simultaneous referrals to the
European
Commission
and
dual
Form
CO
notifications;


obtain merger clearance for an acquisition creating the
world’s largest pet food manufacturer; and,



obtain merger clearance for a USD
outsourcing transaction in the IT-sector.

five

billion

international in nature.
In addition to these larger scale acquisitions and joint
Our

European

Competition

lawyers

are

regular

ventures,

we regularly undertake multi-jurisdictional

contributors to handbooks, legal journals and blogs, and

filing analyses for our clients in cases that don’t trigger

they publish the journal "European Antitrust Bulletin,"

EU thresholds and manage any subsequent notifications.

available on www.crowell.com. Some of our lawyers are

In this context, we have managed and coordinated

lecturers and regularly speak at conferences and seminars

notifications and merger procedures in more than 40

throughout Europe. They are acknowledged for their

jurisdictions worldwide spanning from Brazil to China and

experience

from Australia to the United States. These cases have

in

Competition

by

Legal

500

EMEA,

Chambers Europe and other leading legal guides.

involved industries including air transport, chemicals,
energy, FMCG, paper, telecoms and steel.

“Crowell & Moring’s lawyers provide ‘a good professional
service, are flexible and always available.” Legal 500
EMEA 2014

We

also

have

considerable

experience

acting

for

interveners and those to whom questions are addressed
as third parties. In this context, we have successfully

“We chose the firm because of its excellent international
reach.” Chambers Europe 2012

achieved desired outcomes including the imposition of
record

fines

on

the

merging

parties

as

well

as

divestitures.

“Instead of paying lawyers, we like it when our lawyers
bring us checks. The Crowell lawyers brought us the
recovery opportunity and then recovered millions of
dollars for us. They know how to do this right.” Jim Ellis,
former Executive Vice President & General Counsel,
AT&T

“Werner Berg has ‘a profound knowledge of EU and
German competition law.” Legal 500 EMEA 2014

Cartels
Our

team

has

extensive

experience

with

cartel

procedures, covering both EU investigations and cases at

OUR SERVICES / AREAS OF EXPERTISE

the national level (in particular in Belgium and the UK).
In addition to traditional horizontal cartels, we have

Merger Control

particular experience in cases involving information

Our Brussels-based lawyers have extensive experience in

exchanges

relation to mergers at all levels of scale and complexity –
both as advisors and as regulators. This includes

collusion between suppliers and distributors. In terms of

and

hub-and-spoke

style

allegations

of

relevant sectors, our lawyers have acted in
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investigations concerning air cargo, various chemicals,
consumer goods, telecoms. We are also involved in the
appeals to the GCEU in the heat stabilizer cartel. We are
currently representing several clients in ongoing cartel
investigations.

more than 350 compliance interviews and the review of
multiple gigabytes of data. Following an audit, we will
summarize the results in a concise report including clear
recommendations for the client.
Finally, we provide tailored training on specific areas of
interest, such as the IP/competition law interface,

Abuse of Dominance
Our team is routinely involved in counseling on the most

dominance related issues, distribution and the handling

complex dominance issues, often in business areas

of dawn raids. We pride ourselves on making training as

critical to our clients.

interactive

Among others, we have

restructured the distribution systems and rebate policies of
several leading companies in the telecommunications,
high-tech, energy, and commodities sectors. In addition,

and

relevant

to

a

specific

client’s

circumstances as possible using case studies, specifically
developed scenarios and industry specific examples.

several major clients.

“Thomas De Meese is recommended for his ‘excellent
preparation, response time and accurate advice.”
Legal 500 EMEA 2014

We have also been involved in numerous abuse of

Litigation and Cartel Damages Claims

dominance investigations both at EU level and before

Litigation experience is at the heart of much of what we

various national authorities. In Germany, this includes

do. Our lawyers have been involved in more than 30

representing clients in procedures at state level, notably

cases before the European Courts in Luxemburg. We have

in the energy field. In most cases, our work has been on

extensive experience in how to bring a claim, how to

the defense side. However, we have also successfully

intervene, how to claim damages and with preliminary

submitted complaints to various competition authorities,

references to the ECJ from national courts. In the past

including

year

we have particular experience in the counseling on
aftermarket issues, including day-to-day counseling for

the

European

Commission,

the

we

have

been

involved

in

competition

law

Bundeskartellamt and the Belgian competition authority.

procedures pending before the Court of Justice and

Our experience also extends to litigation.

before the General Court in an abuse and a cartel matter.
We are also currently preparing a referral to the ECJ for a
client in a matter concerning a state monopoly.

Compliance, Training and Audits
We provide compliance support, training and audits to a
wide range of clients from multinationals to (various)

In national courts, leveraging U.S. experience that has

trade associations. Our services include devising overall

seen us recover hundreds of millions of dollars for our

compliance programs customized to the needs of

largest clients, we have been at the forefront of the

individual clients.

This typically involves providing

developments in the field of private cartel damage

written compliance programs, the identification of key areas

claims. Our cases have made law in the English courts

of risk, such as meetings with competitors and participation

and have already resulted in settlement payments in the

in trade associations, and tailored guidance such as Do’s and

tens of millions. We have also represented clients in

Don’ts in key areas. Often, this will include guidance,

private action matters in Belgium. Our know-how covers

training and support in relation to dawn raids, including

not only managing the litigation itself, but how to

Europe-wide dawn raid response programs for multinational

prepare to bring a case and creative financing solutions

clients.

that can allow our clients to bring cases without upfront cost (if desired).

Either as part of general compliance efforts or in
response to specific events, we will conduct antitrust

Finally, our lawyers have substantial experience with the

audits. Where appropriate, these may be extensive. In

application

the past years we have implemented processes involving

arbitration matters, including ICC and DIS procedures.
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Sean-Paul Brankin is the team’s go-to adviser for EU
competition cases with a UK element“ Legal 500 EMEA
2013

Counseling
A significant part of

our practice is devoted to

counseling. Our experience covers the range of issues
from distribution through licensing and to the most
complex horizontal cooperation arrangements. Much of
our work involves emerging issues and/or the interface
between competition and intellectual property. Our

clients call on us in relation to their most complex
problems in commercially sensitive areas.
Examples include:

advising
various
clients
on
business-critical
aftermarket questions;

advising a leading multinational US company with the
restructuring of their distribution of industrial products
across Europe;

advising pharmaceutical companies on both the
generic and originator side in relation to patent
settlement agreements;

advising clients in relation to their responses to the
European Commission’s pharma sector inquiry; and,


counseling a leading organizer of patent pools.

Thomas De Meese

Salomé Cisnal De Ugarte DR.

Partner
Rue Joseph Stevens 7 B-1000

Partner

Brussels - Belgium

Brussels – Belgium

Phone: +32.2.282.1842

Phone: +32.2.282.2837

tdemeese@crowell.com

scisnaldeugarte@crowell.com

Rue Joseph Stevens 7 B-1000

Sean-Paul Brankin
Partner
Rue Joseph Stevens 7 B-1000
Brussels – Belgium
Phone: +32.2.282.1830

sbrankin@crowell.com

WASHINGTON, DC

NEW YORK

SAN FRANCISCO

LOS ANGELES

ORANGE COUNTY

CROWELL.COM

ANCHORAGE

LONDON

BRUSSELS

