Read Today's Digital Edition Place Your Legal Notices

View Our Classifieds

Daily Journal

Established 1888

ot Lanfier

News v Perspective v Network People v Special Reports v Verdicts Appellate Legal Notices/Ads v

7DR

SERVICES, INC.

Submit v Settings v

ADR Services, Inc. Proudly Welcomes

Hon. Roger T. Benitez

United States District Court Judge (Ret.)

< TOP UNDER 40

.
EIPEE scan o receive

breaking news text
G} alerts.

Trending

Former SPLC intelligence chief
Beirich charged in donor-fraud
case

Aug. 12,2026

9th Circuit issues first-of-its-
kind ruling in international
arbitration dispute

Aug. 12,2026

Preparing clients for mediation:
Meet them where they are
Aug. 14,2026

Enewsletter Sign-up

Current News
Columns
Discipline Report
On The Move
Podcasts

Videos

Aug. 19,2026

Amy Karnikian
See more on Amy Karnikian @ @ @ o

Los Angeles
Corporate & Transactional

Amy Karnikian's team closed the deal with what felt like
moments to spare before the New Year. Her client had
just moved into aircraft ownership, leasing and
management, a structure her group built from the
ground up, and once the framework existed, the client

Amy Karnikian
Crowell & Moring LLP

wanted to close on multiple aircraft acquisitions under
tight timelines. "I am particularly proud of how
efficiently we were able to respond to their pace
without compromising the rigor with which we protected their interests," Karnikian said.

Karnikian's path into aviation started before law school. "I worked with an aircraft lessor, an
experience that fundamentally changed my professional trajectory and ultimately led me to law
school,” she said. She spent the early part of her career in aircraft leasing and finance,
representing lessors, airlines and financiers across transactions. Her practice has since grown
to include advising airlines, aviation suppliers, Fortune 500 flight departments, high-net-worth
individuals and other aviation sector clients on transactional and regulatory compliance matters
spanning commercial aircraft, commercial space and emerging technologies, including eVTOL
aircraft and unmanned aircraft systems.

Among the matters she points to is her work advising a major e-commerce and technology
company on the transition of 25 aircraft, nearly a quarter of its cargo fleet, from a single carrier
to three new operating carriers. The team negotiated aircraft returns and deliveries and
managed technical and regulatory requirements for each aircraft, all while the company kept its
delivery operations running without interruption. "Being trusted with that responsibility, and
delivering on it, was enormously satisfying," Karnikian said.

Karnikian credits two people in the industry, both now clients, with shaping how she
approaches her work. "They removed the question 'Can I do this?' from my vocabulary and
pushed me well beyond the limits I had placed on myself," she said. "Without their belief in me, I
would not have taken the risks that have driven my growth.

She said the obstacles that matter most in her deals are rarely legal ones. "The greater challenge
lies in deeply understanding your client and their business: what they need, what they value,
what keeps them up at night," Karnikian said. "Tough negotiations and compressed timelines are
manageable when you have done the foundational work of truly knowing your client."

Looking at where the industry is headed, Karnikian points to sustainability commitments, fleet
strategy shifts driven by supply chain and OEM pressures and the maturation of eVTOL and
unmanned aircraft systems as forces reshaping aviation law. "Stagnation is simply not an option
in aviation," she said. Practitioners, she added, need to track where clients and regulators are
moving and get ahead of the legal questions before they fully take shape.
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