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N.D. CALIFORNIA
Largest jury damages 
award ($267 million, 
McMillion et al v. Rash 
Curtis & Associates)

C.D. CALIFORNIA
Largest percentage
of trade secret cases filed 
in 2019

E.D. VIRGINIA
Shortest median time

to resolution of summary 
judgment (314 days)
and trial (380 days)

S.D. NEW YORK
Largest antitrust damages 
award ($182 million, Sullivan 
v. Barclays PLC et al)

D. NEW JERSEY
Largest percentage of 
product liability cases 
filed in 2019

D. DELAWARE
Largest trade secret damages 
award ($50 million, Liqwd, Inc. 
et al v. L'Oreal USA, Inc. et al)
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N.D. ILLINOIS
Largest percentage of 
antitrust cases filed in 2019

D. IDAHO
One of the 18 states identified in a report from 
the Judicial Conference of the United States 
that need additional judges. The report 
concludes that Congress should create 73
new permanent judgeships in order to stem
the growing caseload tsunami. Idaho hasn’t
had a federal judgeship added since 1954.
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S.D. FLORIDA
Shortest median time
to resolution of motion 
to dismiss (90 days)

E.D. NEW YORK
Largest percentage of 

consumer protection
cases filed in 2019

VIRGIN ISLANDS

HI

Understanding the  
Data Behind the   
Litigation Trends

Over the past year, compe-
tition in the market for legal 
data analytics has contin-
ued to heat up, providing 
law firms with increasingly 
powerful tools to mine 
ever-more robust data sets 
from courts across the 

country. These sophisticated platforms enable 
attorneys to develop case strategies based on 
jurisdiction-specific insights into case timelines, 
outcomes, damages, and more.   

But to provide reliable insights, it is critical that 
attorneys using these tools understand how 
they work and how to parse the underlying 
data. It is easy to make a broad generalization 
that the average case resolved in 2019 in the 
District of Massachusetts took nearly three 
years from filing to disposition. But this gen-
eralization papers over radical discrepancies 
between the speed of different judges’ dockets 
and different types of cases. 

In the District of Massachusetts, the average 
time to termination falls from nearly three 
years to nine months if you exclude product 
liability cases. In the Eastern District of Loui-
siana, the average time to termination falls 
from 22 months to eight months if you exclude 
environmental cases. And in the District of 
Kansas, the average time to termination falls 
from 40 months to eight months if you exclude 
trademark cases.

The failure to understand and appreciate the 
nuances of data can easily lead counsel to draw 
inaccurate conclusions and provide inaccurate 
advice. The role of analytics tools will continue 
to grow in the coming year. But as always, 
these tools are only as good as the attorneys 
who use them.

Keith Harrison, Partner, Crowell & Moring

Jurisdictional Analysis
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The map above reflects select data from 2019 federal court dockets for key civil practice areas.
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