HOT SPOTS FOR 2019

It could be an unpredictable year. Here’s what businesses should watch out for around the world in some key areas.
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UNITED STATES

Now favoring bilateral

begin free trade

over multilateral deals,
the U.S. is expected to

negotiations with the UK,

EU, and Japan in 2019.

L CHILE

TRADE

Chile will host the
Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) Forum
in 2019. The forum brings

together business,

government, and academia
from 21 markets around the
Pacific Rim to discuss health

innovation, regulatory
capacity building, digital

skills, and more.
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The Americas

Competitiveness Forum is

slated to take place in
Argentina in 2019.
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LONDON ) _
The UK plans to exit the EU. If it

remains in an EU customs union, {’ _
it would have limited ability to _ 5
negotiate new trade deals and
would not enjoy full benefits
of new EU trade deals.

~

EU
Enforcement
of the GDPR
by European
regulators will
gather steam
throughout 2019.
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GENEVA

Challenging IleA A

discussions on the By 'ast OCt.O er,
— reform and ==  |ndia required

— financial firms
to store payment-
related data

modernization of
global trade rules
through the
World Trade locally.
Organization will

continue in 2019.

BRAZIL

The world’s
ninth-largest economy
has developed a data
protection law inspired
by Europe’s GDPR. It
takes effect in early
2020.
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RUSSIA L TOKYO

Enforcement of sanctions ——— InJune, Osaka will host the
violations is expected to G20 summit, one of the
increase in countries such primary platforms for global
as Russia. Unique among economic coordination.
nations, Russian -—ﬂ

companies are subject to £ oy The EU-Japan free trade
“sectoral” sanctions that " agreement, entered into
apply only to particular — force Feb. 1, formed the
lines of business. world’s largest trade bloc.
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BELJING

771 Trade and broader

' geopolitical tensions between
the U.S. and China could

—_— worsen in 2019, as the U.S.

.
GUANGZHOU

Guangzhou hosts one of continues to implement
China’s three U.S. Patent Section 301 tariffs on Chinese
Office IP attachés. (The imports and China maintains

other two are in Shanghai retaliatory measures.

and Beijing.) The attaché

provides advice and Expect arise in U.S.'
advocacy on IP rights enforcement of anti-money

laundering and sanctions laws
against companies in Asia,

SLOWDOWN AHEAD

A trade slowdown is expected in 2019 along
with a slowdown in global GDP growth.
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. China says it expects ! .
hﬁm” negotiations of the Regional many 9f Wh'_Ch have lagged in
. Comprehensive Economic compliance investments.
Partnership to finalize in
2019. The agreement’s 16 461 467
countries account for about 445
half the global population.
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GLOBAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT
VOLUME THROUGH 2020
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REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS 3
The number of regional trade agreements has 2
increased rapidly since 1990.
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Source: World Trade Organization
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