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D.  Delaware
The number of patent cases 
filed in this district continued 
to decrease.

D.  MARYLAND
More False Claims Act cases 
were filed in this district than 
in any other.

C.D.  California
Continues to have one of the largest 
dockets in the country, but is one of 
the fastest districts in terms of filing to 
disposition and from filing to trial.

E.D.  New York
Overtook N.D. 
California as the district 
with the most antitrust 
filings.

E.D.  V irginia
Known as the “Rocket Docket,” 
this district remains the fastest 
from filing to trial.

N.D.  Texas,  E .D.  Texas
Both of these Texas districts have three or more judicial 
vacancies that the Judicial Conference of the United States 
Courts has termed “judicial emergencies.” Nonetheless, 
both districts resolve cases faster than most of their peers.

E.D.  Texas
Continues to have 
the highest number 
of IP, copyright, and 
trademark cases.

FIVE DISTRICTS 
(E.D. New York, D.D.C., 

S.D. New York, 
D. New Jersey, 
N.D. California) 

account for over 50% 
of antitrust filings.

W.D.  New York
Has the longest filing 
to trial time.

S.D.  Ill inois
Has the longest filing 
to disposition time.

D.  South Dakota
Is the fastest from 
filing to disposition.

FLORIDA
More False Claims Act 
cases were filed in
Florida than in any
other state.
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ISLANDSOf the appellate courts, 

the Ninth Circuit
has the slowest time

from filing to disposition—
over 15 months.
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Some 2016 litigation trends are new, while 
others continue to follow familiar patterns. 
The Eastern District of New York became 
the hotbed for antitrust complaints, while 
the Eastern District of Texas continues its 
long-established reign as the most popu-

lar court for IP litigation. The Eastern District of Virginia 
earned its title as the “Rocket Docket,” as cases proceeded 

from filing to trial faster than those in any other district. 
False Claims Act litigation continues to be on the rise, with 
the Department of Justice trumpeting $4.7 billion in 2016 
FCA recoveries. Perhaps unexpectedly, more FCA cases were 
filed in the District of Maryland than in any other district, 
but Florida is the state where the most FCA cases were filed, 
spread among its three federal districts. 
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