CLIENT ALERT
Chemical Facility Safety Working Group Issues 90-Day Progress Report
Dec.24.2013
On December 20, 2013, a multiagency working group issued a report on its progress toward improving safety and security at U.S.
chemical facilities. Prompted by the April 2013 ammonium-nitrate explosion in West, Texas, President Obama issued Executive
Order 13650, which established the Chemical Facility Safety and Security Working Group. The Group includes, among others, the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the Environmental
Protection Agency. Its progress report touts the "important steps" it has taken in the three-and-a-half months since EO 13650.
These steps include public listening sessions to gather stakeholder input and a pilot program in New York and New Jersey to test
interagency collaboration as well as federal coordination with state, local, and tribal partners. Such future coordination may
include DHS's sharing Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS) data with state, local, and tribal emergency-planning
committees.
The four-page report also describes the Working Group's desire "to harmonize the collection and exchange of information to
streamline enforcement processes, inform decision-makers at all levels of government and first responders, and avoid
duplication of regulatory requirements." Although accomplishing these goals might ease regulated entities' information-sharing
burden, increased interagency cooperation may also enhance the government's enforcement capabilities under existing
regulations. It is thus critical that stakeholders involved in chemical production, chemical storage, and agricultural supply
activities stay current on the Working Group's progress. Those in the oil and gas sector, in particular, should take note of OSHA's
recent "request for information" relating to its Process Safety Management (PSM) standard.
Stakeholders may learn more about the Working Group and its efforts by visiting its website. The Group has scheduled four
listening sessions in January at which stakeholders may comment on the Group's work. Stakeholders may also submit written
comments by email to eo.chemical@hq.dhs.gov.
For more information, please contact the professional(s) listed below, or your regular Crowell & Moring contact.
Daniel W. Wolff
Partner – Washington, D.C.
Phone: +1 202.624.2621
Email: dwolff@crowell.com
Warren Lehrenbaum
Partner – Washington, D.C.
Phone: +1 202.624.2755
Email: wlehrenbaum@crowell.com
Evan D. Wolff
Partner – Washington, D.C.
Phone: +1 202.624.2615
1

Email: ewolff@crowell.com

2

